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You are registered for an upcoming tour and we are excited to meet you.
This is an opportunity to learn more about the Montessori philosophy, and
discover what's unique about our Programs.

Please try to log on to the Zoom meeting by 8:50 a.m. We will begin
promptly at 9:00 a.m. and our tour will last about one hour. If you need to
cancel, please let us know as soon as possible. 
If you are new to the Montessori method, some elements may be
surprising at first. To prepare for our discussion, read on to learn about
one of the fundamental characteristics of the Montessori philosophy,
"Freedom Within Limits". Feel free to bring any questions to our meeting.

I look forward to your visit!

Cari Suzuki
Director of Admissions 

Thank you for your interest in Montessori Community School!

PREPARING FOR  YOUR
VIRTUAL TOUR



What is 
Freedom Within Limits? 

“To let the child do as he likes when he has not yet developed any powers of control 
is to betray the idea of freedom.”    -Maria Montessori 

One of the more common misconceptions about Montessori education is that we let the children run free to 
do what they please all the time. It is true that we let our students make choices for themselves, but those 
choices are made within carefully crafted parameters. To give a child choice is to give them empowerment. 
To give them choice within boundaries will assist them in becoming the adult they are meant to be. 

Why give choice? 
When we give children the ability to make their own choices, we are letting them know we trust their 
decisions. If children know the adults in their lives trust them, they will begin to trust themselves. When a 
person has confidence in their own abilities, their thoughts and energy can be put into new ideas and 
making progress. 
Decision making is a skill that must be learned just like anything else. From the most basic everyday tasks to 
major life events, we all need to make choices in our lives. When we create an environment that allows 
children to practice this skill and be successful, they are given an opportunity to become successful as they 
grow older. 
Giving choice is also a means of showing respect. We respect that children should have a say in what they 
want. While as adults our role is to keep children safe and guide them, we do not have all the answers nor 
do we understand what is always best for each child. Giving kids a say shows them that we honor their 
autonomy.  

Why place limitations? 
While we believe it’s important to give children choices, too many choices can feel overwhelming and 
counter-productive. Placing some limitations keeps their decision-making process safe and manageable. 
Children actually want us to define limits for 
them as boundaries give them a sense of 
structure that is critical for their development. 
Another benefit of placing limitations on 
choices is that we can create a scenario in 
which any choice made will achieve the 
desired results. If we want children to practice 
a specific skill, we can give two or three 
options that will allow them to do so. If we 
want them to complete a certain task or meet 
a goal, we can envision different paths that will 
lead to the same destination and let them 
decide which they would like to take. 



What does this look like in the classroom?* 
When it comes to academic work, Montessori children get to make choices about which work they will focus 
on, where they sit, who they sit with, and in what order they do things. They move about their mornings with 
a sense of purpose, because they get to call the shots regarding their own education. In a structure like this, 
school doesn’t feel so much like a place where you go to receive knowledge that’s being given to you; it’s a 
place where you go to explore, learn authentically, and immerse yourself in work that’s important to you. 

With all those choices, it’s important for teachers to create an environment that sets kids up for success. 
Montessori teachers only give children lessons on materials they are ready for. They only put materials on 
the shelves that the children as a group are ready for. The materials they do put out are so beautiful and 
interesting that the children cannot help but want to choose them.  
Even when it comes to taking care of themselves, we want children to be in charge. We create structures 
that allow them to eat when they are hungry, use the restroom when they feel the need, and to rest or move 
their bodies as they see fit. Most Montessori classrooms have a snack table that children can sit at whenever 
there is a seat available (limiting this to two chairs is one way guides make snack socializing manageable). 
Children don’t need to ask permission to use the restroom; we make sure they have access to a toilet that 
they can use at any time. The furniture in our classrooms are arranged in such a way so as to encourage safe 
avenues to body movement, individual seating, group seating, floor seating, or table and chair options. As 
adults we need variation and choice to be productive and we recognize that children do as well.  
Our job as Montessori educators is to create the conditions for children to independently make decisions 
that will help them grow and develop. We want them to explore who they are, to learn about each other, 
and to gain basic academic skills. We want to cultivate inquisitiveness, leadership skills, and a sense of 
humble independence. All of these goals can be met through careful planning of a classroom environment 
that facilitates choice within limits.  

*Some changes have been made to meet current health and safety protocols. (Effective August 2020)



Applying for the
2023-2024 School Year

at Montessori Community School

The Montessori method fosters self-directed learners
who think critically, work collaboratively, and become
contributing members of their community.

What is Montessori?

        
                         

 @montessoricommunityschoolhi                           
     

Montessori Community School
We are Honolulu’s oldest accredited Montessori school
serving children ages two through twelve.

Our programs feature multi-age classrooms, hands-on
materials, and peer to peer learning and teaching.

2023-2024 School Year
Two-Year-Old and 
Preschool & Kindergarten Programs:
August 21, 2023 - May 29, 2024

Elementary Program:
August 21, 2023 - May 31, 2024

September 1, 2022 - Apply online for the
2023-2024 school year.

January 15, 2023 - Application deadline.
Subsequent applications will be considered
as space is available.

February 11, 2023 - For Kindergarten
Applicants ONLY: TBA.

February 2023 - First round of admissions
decision letters will be distributed (Two-
Year-Old). 

March 2023 - Admissions decision letters will
be distributed (Preschool-Elementary). 

Admissions Calendar

Schedule a School Tour

Two-Year-Old: Applicants must be 24 months of age at
the time they begin school.

Preschool & Kindergarten: Applicants must be three
years of age by December 31, 2023. 
Applicants must be able to use the bathroom with
complete independence.

The Kindergarten Year: Applicants must be five years 
of age by December 31, 2023.

Lower Elementary (Gr. 1-3): Applicants must be 
six years of age by December 31, 2023.

Upper Elementary (Gr. 4-6): Applicants must be 
nine years of age by December 31, 2023.

Programs & Eligibility

Education for Life

Contact the Admissions Office to
learn more about our Programs.

Virtual and in-person tours are
savailable.

www.montessorihawaii.org           
Ph. (808)522-0244                           

http://www.montessorihawaii.org/



